
A Historical Exploration of Contraband across
the Rio Grande: The Inter-American Series

The Rio Grande, a mighty river that forms the natural border between the
United States and Mexico, has long been a conduit for illicit trade and
smuggling. For centuries, people have crossed the river with contraband
goods, ranging from alcohol and tobacco to weapons and drugs. The
history of smuggling across the Rio Grande is a fascinating and complex
one, and it is closely intertwined with the history of the border region itself.

The Early Years
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The first recorded instance of smuggling across the Rio Grande dates back
to the 16th century, when Spanish settlers began to cross the river with
contraband goods to avoid paying taxes. In the 18th century, smuggling
became even more common as the border region became increasingly
lawless. During the Mexican-American War (1846-1848),both sides used
the Rio Grande as a route for smuggling supplies and weapons.
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The Prohibition Era

The Prohibition Era (1920-1933) saw a dramatic increase in smuggling
across the Rio Grande. With alcohol being illegal in the United States,
smugglers began to transport large quantities of liquor across the river from
Mexico. This illicit trade was so lucrative that it led to the rise of powerful
smuggling organizations, such as the "Big Four."

The Drug Trade

In the 1960s, the drug trade began to overshadow alcohol smuggling as the
primary source of illicit income for smugglers operating along the Rio
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Grande. Marijuana, cocaine, and other drugs were smuggled across the
river in large quantities, and the drug cartels that controlled this trade
became increasingly powerful and violent.

The War on Drugs

The United States government's War on Drugs, which began in the 1970s,
has had a significant impact on smuggling across the Rio Grande. The
increased border security measures that have been implemented as part of
the War on Drugs have made it more difficult for smugglers to transport
contraband across the river. However, these measures have also led to an
increase in the violence associated with smuggling, as cartels have
become more desperate to protect their profits.

The Present Day

Today, smuggling across the Rio Grande continues to be a major problem.
The cartels that control the drug trade have become increasingly
sophisticated and violent, and they are constantly finding new ways to
smuggle their products across the border. The United States government
continues to invest in border security measures, but it is unclear whether
these measures will be able to stem the flow of contraband across the Rio
Grande.

The Human Cost of Smuggling

The history of smuggling across the Rio Grande is not just a story of illicit
trade and violence. It is also a story of the human cost of this trade.
Thousands of people have died trying to cross the river with contraband,
and many more have been injured or arrested. The smuggling trade has



also had a negative impact on the environment, as smugglers often dump
their contraband in the river or on the banks.

The history of smuggling across the Rio Grande is a complex and
fascinating one. It is a story of greed, violence, and human suffering.
However, it is also a story of resilience and determination. The people who
live along the border have faced many challenges, but they have always
found ways to survive and thrive.
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The Double Lives of Black Women in America:
Navigating the Intersections of Race, Gender,
and Class
Black women in America lead complex and multifaceted lives, juggling
multiple roles and identities while navigating the often-intersecting
challenges...

FREE

https://deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjJpdGh1K3ZtdE9UZzQrbTl4cTdoOFFNVGU2dDlzanFaKzhFTmk4aEwzOUNIRmt3Q2hyZEw4bVhYVWlXc2w3eStyMVwvTVYyeFpqTU1McFVySmlxQ0I0UWxERUhpbCthTjQ2OVFIWjR1bEhkMG01TnRCXC9ubTExZUdDRlhwNE9KaEU2K01uSnBQWlVqZUtURGs5Y3dsOFRcLzlIQUtZTlNuY2xzdEVLRjJZSUdOUW4wTFhnNTl4cGZuK3NjZlwvXC9qSkhEenpndTF0UjNCQWVCb0VLRytUWTN6VjRwK1prNWdIMlNmcHZcL2NoRnZCc2s9IiwiaXYiOiI2MzUwNTRjZjI4NzhkZjdiMmJjMTg0NzZlN2JhZWRiNyIsInMiOiI3NjYxOGY1MDVlYmQ2MGM3In0%3D
https://deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InRHMm1yTEhUN3JvVmtxZ1Y3ZVdzUitjUGxtRndNRDRXM2NBZDRYSm9wTkdya0F4NDFCdXBYaWVMUmpxN1NPU244Zytsa1hyT1VmSmdJN1EycU1TaVhVeVlzZHRTXC9xWHozNUIyTHVzYlBOTHJaalozOWV3UlUzeXdsMUxsTG56M2kwUnZrcWNjMlpYbmRiMyt4a2t0TDVPbG0reVN1VnhLcEZpd3lBQXBIbTFsN3JDcGNRWVZPVVF5dW9rcDZnVElKSlhadklUS1dMTjNmUzdCSklWVXEybnYyU2xnQklRRUk4eExDVUpIXC8yTT0iLCJpdiI6ImY4YjYxMmQxZjRmY2NjNjEyMzA4ODQwNjY5ZGJiMjYxIiwicyI6Ijg3OGE1YjBkMjhmNzQwM2IifQ%3D%3D
https://deedeebook.com/book/The%20Double%20Lives%20of%20Black%20Women%20in%20America%20Navigating%20the%20Intersections%20of%20Race%20Gender%20and%20Class.pdf
https://deedeebook.com/book/The%20Double%20Lives%20of%20Black%20Women%20in%20America%20Navigating%20the%20Intersections%20of%20Race%20Gender%20and%20Class.pdf
https://deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjZrMlNWSXE3VW1kdUU2cm9PSVRzSEJ3K1Q1dXhadUxiZHFYN0hoR1VMYW5uWUhWU3krMlpsNFVQaFBaM1NoVUxUV1F3SEJlbm03N0duckNpMEpxZ04xVzkwQ0ZZN25XazYxblhNXC9QM3JrMTA4TEVCekFnS0MwVER0UFwvRm5aOGs1UmdHQjZiR2NweTNwNFVhdWlBZGJcL2ZKZjRUYXduYWd4eXFGcXcycWh1UmNQdkNVSjB4XC9xNzlQQXI2MjNGb3o4YWNwNkExRmE0aXkzdEFsUTNJajJmQ25pYWVuS0xVdnF4VFZtaDErcVJrPSIsIml2IjoiYjJmZTQ0YzhlNTBmZTdlN2EzYWQ0ZDE4MDZiN2I3YzAiLCJzIjoiNDg3ODUwNmMzNDY2MzZiMyJ9


Banging My Billionaire Boss: A Love Story for
the Ages (or at Least the Next Few Hours)
Chapter 1: The Interview I was nervous. Really nervous. I mean, I was
about to interview for my dream job, the one that I had been working
towards for years. I had...
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