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The History of Violence is a psychological thriller novel by Edward Bunker.
It was first published in 1990 and has since been adapted into a film of the
same name. The novel tells the story of a man named Tom Stall, who is
living a quiet life in a small town with his wife and two children. However,

his past as a violent criminal catches up with him, and he is forced to
confront his inner demons.
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Tom Stall is a former mob enforcer who has left his life of crime behind. He
has settled down in a small town with his wife and two children, and he is
trying to live a quiet life. However, his past refuses to stay buried. When
two men come to town looking for him, Tom is forced to confront his violent
past.

The History of Violence is a gripping and suspenseful thriller. Bunker does
an excellent job of creating a sense of tension and dread. The reader is
constantly on edge, waiting for the next shoe to drop. The novel also
explores the complex themes of violence, redemption, and family.

The History of Violence is a must-read for fans of psychological thrillers. It
is a well-written and suspenseful novel that will stay with you long after you
finish reading it.

Characters

= Tom Stall: A former mob enforcer who is trying to live a quiet life in a
small town with his wife and two children.

= Edie Stall: Tom's wife. She is a kind and supportive woman who is
unaware of her husband's past.

= Billy Stall: Tom and Edie's son. He is a bright and curious boy who is
starting to learn about his father's past.

= Sarah Stall: Tom and Edie's daughter. She is a sweet and innocent girl
who is unaware of her father's past.

= Carl Fogarty: A mobster who is looking for Tom. He is a ruthless and
violent man.



= Richie Nix: Carl's right-hand man. He is a sadistic and unpredictable
man.

Themes

= Violence: The novel explores the themes of violence and its
consequences. Tom Stall is a man who has been violent in the past,
and he is now trying to escape his violent past. However, he is forced
to confront his violence when two men come to town looking for him.

= Redemption: The novel also explores the theme of redemption. Tom
Stall is a man who is trying to redeem himself for his past sins. He is
trying to live a quiet life and be a good husband and father. However,
he is haunted by his past, and he is not sure if he can ever truly
redeem himself.

= Family: The novel also explores the theme of family. Tom Stall is a
man who is trying to protect his family from his past. He is willing to do
anything to keep his family safe. However, he is also aware that his
past could put his family in danger.

Adaptations

The History of Violence has been adapted into a film of the same name.
The film was directed by David Cronenberg and stars Viggo Mortensen,
Maria Bello, and Ed Harris. The film was released in 2005 to critical
acclaim. It was nominated for two Academy Awards, including Best Picture
and Best Adapted Screenplay.

The History of Violence is a gripping and suspenseful psychological thriller.
It is a well-written and complex novel that explores the themes of violence,
redemption, and family. The novel has been adapted into a film of the same



name, which was also critically acclaimed. | highly recommend The History
of Violence to fans of psychological thrillers.
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The Double Lives of Black Women in America:
Navigating the Intersections of Race, Gender,
and Class

Black women in America lead complex and multifaceted lives, juggling
multiple roles and identities while navigating the often-intersecting
challenges...
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Banging My Billionaire Boss: A Love Story for
i the Ages (or at Least the Next Few Hours)
Chapter 1: The Interview | was nervous. Really nervous. | mean, | was

about to interview for my dream job, the one that | had been working
towards for years. | had...
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