
Unveiling the Art of Acting in Restoration
Comedy: A Journey through Applause Acting
Series
Step into the vibrant and witty world of Restoration Comedy, a captivating
genre that flourished in England from the late 17th to the early 18th
centuries. Applause Acting Series, a renowned collection of instructional
videos, offers an unparalleled opportunity to delve into the intricacies of
acting in this captivating genre.
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Restoration Comedy, often referred to as the "Comedy of Manners," is
characterized by its sparkling wit, social satire, and exploration of the
complexities of human relationships. Actors in this genre face the challenge
of bringing to life characters that are both charming and flawed, navigating
the intricacies of language, gesture, and social etiquette.

This comprehensive article provides an in-depth exploration of the art of
acting in Restoration Comedy, illuminated by the insightful guidance of the
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Applause Acting Series. We will delve into the genre's distinctive features,
examine the techniques employed by actors, and explore the social and
historical context that shaped its development.

Unveiling the Essence of Restoration Comedy

At the heart of Restoration Comedy lies a keen observation of human
foibles and a witty critique of the social mores of the time. Playwrights such
as William Congreve, George Farquhar, and Colley Cibber crafted clever
plots that explored the complexities of love, marriage, and reputation in a
rapidly changing society.

Characters in Restoration Comedy are often witty, sophisticated, and
deeply flawed. They engage in a delightful dance of wit, using language as
a weapon and a seduction tool. Actors must master the art of delivering
these lines with impeccable timing and precision, capturing the humor and
the undercurrent of social critique.

Physicality also plays a significant role in Restoration Comedy. Actors must
convey the social hierarchy and relationships through their posture,
gestures, and movement. The elaborate costumes and set design of the
time further enhance the visual spectacle, and actors must learn to move
within these constraints while maintaining the illusion of naturalism.

Exploring the Applause Acting Series: A Masterclass in Restoration
Comedy

The Applause Acting Series offers invaluable insights into the art of acting
in Restoration Comedy. Hosted by renowned acting coach Ian Roberts,
these videos provide a comprehensive guide to the genre's unique
challenges and rewards.



Roberts, who has extensive experience in both classical and contemporary
theatre, brings a wealth of knowledge to the series. He guides viewers
through the nuances of Restoration Comedy, providing practical exercises
and demonstrations that illuminate the techniques employed by actors in
this genre.

The series covers a wide range of topics, including:

Understanding the historical context and societal influences on
Restoration Comedy

Mastering the language and rhythm of Restoration Comedy

Developing the physicality and movement required for Restoration
Comedy

Creating believable and engaging characters

Working effectively with other actors in ensemble scenes

Each video in the Applause Acting Series is packed with practical tips and
insights, making it an invaluable resource for actors looking to develop their
skills in Restoration Comedy.

The Enduring Legacy of Restoration Comedy

Restoration Comedy continues to captivate audiences today, its wit and
social commentary resonating with contemporary sensibilities. Modern
adaptations and productions of these plays offer actors the opportunity to
explore the genre's timeless themes and characters.

The Applause Acting Series provides a foundation for actors to approach
Restoration Comedy with confidence and skill. By understanding the



genre's unique demands and techniques, actors can bring these
captivating plays to life, entertaining and provoking audiences with their
performances.

Delving into the Social and Historical Context

To fully appreciate the art of acting in Restoration Comedy, it is essential to
understand the social and historical context in which it emerged. The
Restoration period in England marked a time of significant social and
political change.

After the austere rule of the Puritans during the Commonwealth period, the
Restoration brought a return to a more permissive and flamboyant lifestyle.
The reopening of theatres and the influx of French influence led to a
flourishing of the arts, including the development of Restoration Comedy.

The plays of this period often reflected the social concerns and aspirations
of the time. They explored the changing roles of women in society, the rise
of the middle class, and the tensions between tradition and modernity.

The Importance of Historical Research for Actors

Actors performing in Restoration Comedy must have a thorough
understanding of the historical context of the plays they are performing.
This knowledge informs their interpretation of the characters, their
motivations, and the social norms of the time.

Research can include:

Reading plays from the period

Studying the social and political history of the Restoration era



Consulting with historians and scholars

Visiting museums and historical sites

By immersing themselves in the world of Restoration Comedy, actors can
bring a deeper level of authenticity and understanding to their
performances.

The Challenges and Rewards of Performing Restoration Comedy

Acting in Restoration Comedy presents unique challenges for actors. The
language, the physicality, and the social context can all be unfamiliar and
demanding.

Actors must be able to master the witty and often complex language of the
plays. They must also be able to convey the physicality and social graces
of the period, from the elaborate gestures to the intricate dance steps.

However, performing Restoration Comedy can also be incredibly
rewarding. Actors have the opportunity to explore complex and fascinating
characters, engage with witty dialogue, and contribute to the ongoing
legacy of this captivating genre.

Acting in Restoration Comedy is an art form that requires skill, dedication,
and a deep understanding of the genre's unique demands. The Applause
Acting Series offers an invaluable guide to the techniques and challenges
of this captivating genre, empowering actors to bring the wit, social
commentary, and enduring appeal of Restoration Comedy to life.

Whether you are an experienced actor or just starting your journey in the
theatre, exploring the art of acting in Restoration Comedy is a rewarding



and enriching experience. By delving into the historical context, mastering
the techniques, and understanding the enduring legacy of this genre, actors
can create performances that entertain, provoke, and resonate with
audiences today.
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The Double Lives of Black Women in America:
Navigating the Intersections of Race, Gender,
and Class
Black women in America lead complex and multifaceted lives, juggling
multiple roles and identities while navigating the often-intersecting
challenges...
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Banging My Billionaire Boss: A Love Story for
the Ages (or at Least the Next Few Hours)
Chapter 1: The Interview I was nervous. Really nervous. I mean, I was
about to interview for my dream job, the one that I had been working
towards for years. I had...
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