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In the heart of England's picturesque Cotswold region, a brewing legacy
unfolds that has left an indelible mark on the world of beer. At the helm of
this remarkable journey stands Geoff Sandles, a pioneer who dedicated his
life to reviving traditional brewing practices and showcasing the unique
flavors of Gloucestershire.

Chapter 1: The Genesis of a Brewing Visionary

Geoff Sandles' passion for brewing ignited at an early age. Born in 1929,
he grew up in a family steeped in the traditions of farming and malting. After
completing his education, Sandles embarked on a path that would forever
alter the landscape of Gloucestershire brewing.
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Driven by an unyielding desire to preserve traditional methods, Sandles set
out to establish Cotswold Brewing Company in 1979. His vision was to
create a brewery that would honor the region's rich brewing heritage while
embracing modern techniques.

Chapter 2: Cotswold Brewing Company: A Catalyst for Revival

Nestled amidst the rolling hills of Gloucestershire, Cotswold Brewing
Company became a beacon of innovation and tradition. Sandles'
unwavering commitment to quality and authenticity guided every aspect of
the brewery's operations.

Sandles sourced the finest ingredients, including locally grown barley and
hops. He meticulously recreated traditional brewing techniques, employing
open fermentation and natural conditioning to produce ales that captured
the essence of Gloucestershire's terroir.

Chapter 3: A Symphony of Flavors: Cotswold's Legendary Ales

Cotswold Brewing Company quickly gained recognition for its exceptional
range of beers, each boasting a distinct character and aroma. Among the
most celebrated creations were:

Churchill's Tipple: A robust ale brewed using traditional methods,
honoring the legacy of former Prime Minister Sir Winston Churchill,
who resided nearby.

Golden Valley: A golden-hued ale showcasing the delicate balance of
English hops and malts.

Dobson's Stout: A rich and creamy stout named after a local farmer
who supplied Cotswold with its finest barley.



Chapter 4: The Heart of the Brewing Process: Geoff Sandles' Maltings

One of Sandles' most significant contributions to the brewing industry was
the establishment of his own maltings. By controlling the malting process,
he ensured the highest quality and consistency in his beers. At the
maltings, barley grains were carefully steeped, germinated, and kilned to
produce a range of malts tailored to specific beer styles.

Sandles' maltings became a hub for knowledge and innovation, attracting
brewers from far and wide who sought to learn from his expertise. Through
countless experiments and collaborations, Sandles pushed the boundaries
of malting, creating unique and flavorful malts that became synonymous
with Cotswold Brewing Company.

Chapter 5: A Legacy that Lives On: The Sandles' Brewing Legacy

Geoff Sandles' influence extended far beyond the walls of Cotswold
Brewing Company. His tireless efforts to promote traditional brewing
practices inspired a new generation of brewers, who embraced the use of
local ingredients and artisanal techniques.

Today, Cotswold Brewing Company remains a thriving family business,
guided by the principles that Geoff Sandles instilled. His son, Tim Sandles,
carries on his father's legacy, continuing to produce award-winning beers
that honor Gloucestershire's brewing heritage.

Epilogue: A Pioneer's Legacy: The Enduring Impact of Geoff Sandles

Geoff Sandles' passing in 2018 marked the end of an era in
Gloucestershire brewing. However, his legacy lives on in the countless lives
he touched, the breweries he inspired, and the exceptional beers that
continue to bear his name.



Through his unwavering dedication to quality, authenticity, and innovation,
Geoff Sandles played a pivotal role in shaping the modern brewing
landscape. His contributions have ensured that the traditions of
Gloucestershire brewing will continue to flourish for generations to come.

As we raise a pint to Geoff Sandles, let us celebrate the enduring impact of
his brewing legacy, a legacy that has left an indelible mark on the world of
beer.
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Chapter 1: The Interview I was nervous. Really nervous. I mean, I was
about to interview for my dream job, the one that I had been working
towards for years. I had...
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