
When Mexicans Could Play Ball: Uncovering
the Hidden History of Mexican Baseball
In the annals of baseball history, the exploits of Mexican players are often
overlooked, obscured by the game's dominant American narrative.
However, beneath the surface lies a vibrant and compelling story of
passion, resilience, and the fight against adversity.
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A Mexican Baseball Dynasty

Mexico's love affair with baseball began in the late 19th century, when
American engineers and businessmen introduced the sport to the country.
The game rapidly gained popularity, capturing the imagination of young
Mexicans and sparking the formation of numerous leagues and teams.

By the 1920s, Mexican baseball had reached its zenith. The Mexican
Baseball League (LMB) became one of the strongest leagues outside the
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United States, featuring talented players such as Ernesto "El Sargento"
Carmona and Lorenzo "El Zacatecas" Camacho.

Mexicans also excelled on the international stage. In 1938, the Mexican
national team won the Amateur World Series, defeating the reigning
champions, Japan.

Barriers and Discrimination

Despite their success, Mexican baseball players faced significant
challenges. In the United States, where many Mexican players aspired to
play professionally, they encountered widespread discrimination and
segregation.

Mexican players were often relegated to minor leagues or refused entry
into Major League Baseball (MLB). The first Mexican to play in the MLB
was Baldomero "Melo" Almada in 1933, but he faced years of hostility and
isolation.
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In Mexico, the LMB also faced discrimination from the Mexican
government, which favored American sports and teams.

The Forgotten Heroes

The untold stories of these Mexican baseball pioneers are a testament to
their determination and passion. Players like Teodoro Higuera, a star
pitcher in the MLB during the 1980s and 1990s, overcame prejudice and
adversity to achieve success.

Another forgotten hero is Roberto "Beto" Ávila, a slick-fielding shortstop
who played for the Cleveland Indians from 1954 to 1959. Ávila was the first
Mexican to win a Gold Glove Award and was named to the MLB All-Star
Game three times.



A Legacy of Resilience

Despite the obstacles they faced, Mexican baseball players and fans
persevered. In recent decades, MLB has become more inclusive, with
Mexican players like Fernando Valenzuela, Adrián González, and Julio
Urías making significant contributions.
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In Mexico, the LMB continues to thrive, drawing large crowds and
producing talented players who compete in other leagues around the world.

The history of Mexican baseball is a complex and often forgotten tale of
triumph, adversity, and resilience. From the glory days of the 1920s to the
struggles of discrimination and segregation, Mexican players have
remained passionate about the sport, playing with heart and determination.

By shedding light on this hidden history, we can appreciate the
contributions of Mexican baseball players to the game and celebrate their
legacy that continues to inspire generations.
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The Double Lives of Black Women in America:
Navigating the Intersections of Race, Gender,
and Class
Black women in America lead complex and multifaceted lives, juggling
multiple roles and identities while navigating the often-intersecting
challenges...

Banging My Billionaire Boss: A Love Story for
the Ages (or at Least the Next Few Hours)
Chapter 1: The Interview I was nervous. Really nervous. I mean, I was
about to interview for my dream job, the one that I had been working
towards for years. I had...
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